[bookmark: _GoBack]When the Nhs first started out the business of delivering babies was just one part of the midwife's role. 

Mona Williams, now aged 90, recalls that one of the areas where she worked, Duckinfield, near Manchester, was extremely poor and she and colleagues had to care for the mother's social as well as her medical needs 

"Everything was still rationed in the early 1950's and we as to carry special certificates to make sure the women got what they needed like coal," she said.  However, the NHS undoubtedly represented a upturn in the fortunes of Mona's poorest patients. 

Before July 1950 mothers wishing to have a doctor in attendance at childbirth had to pay not only his fee, but also for any medicine they required. With the advent of the NHS, medical care and treatments were to be provided free of charge. 

Mona recalls that some patients expected a bit too much from the service. She said: "Some patients were a bit demanding at first. They did not understand that the NHS was ultimately paid from their taxes. They would ask for prescriptions for this and that. Some hospital-booked patients would even ask for ambulances to take them to hospital when they did not need them.
