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Health minister Lord Darzi has set out his plans for the next 10 years of the NHS in England. Here are the main points of his review: 

Patients' views on the quality of care they receive will affect funding for hospitals and GPs 

Information on the quality of an NHS body's service will be published on the web and on clinical "dashboards" in hospitals and GP surgeries 

All providers of NHS care will have to publish quality accounts each year
 
All patients with long-term conditions will have personal care plans 

Five thousand of those with long-term conditions will pilot personal care budgets 

An NHS draft constitution, out for consultation, sets out rights and responsibilities of NHS patients, staff and providers 

One right will be to access to any appropriate drugs approved by the National Institute for health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) 

NICE's appraisals of new drugs and treatments will also be speeded up so they take a maximum of six months rather than two years 

Other rights include to seek treatment in the rest of Europe if faced with an "undue delay" in England 

Lord Darzi says patients should have the right to choose which GP practice they go to, and to express a preference for a certain doctor 

GP funding will change, with the removal of the minimum income guarantee which acts as a disincentive for practices to take on new patients, with payments linked more closely to improved access and quality of care 

There will be more freedom for individual GP practices to commission care themselves 

Preventing people getting ill, by giving them more help to improve their diet or quit smoking, will be given more emphasis 

The government has also announced a review of doctors' postgraduate training, focussing on the first two years following graduation from medical school.

Reaction to the Darzi Review:

"There is much here that could bring about improvement - if it can be delivered."  Dr Hamish Meldrum, British Medical Association 

"He has managed to engineer a major shift in government policy, language, and tone."  Dr Richard Horton, The Lancet 

"This has a real chance of helping to improve the quality of care that patients receive."  Sir Ian Kennedy, Healthcare Commission 

"The ambition now must be to drive up patients' experience from a 'safe' to a 'high quality' service."  Dr Peter Carter, Royal College of Nursing 

"This will be a new era in which patients will be able to check on the quality of the services they are being offered."  Niall Dickson, King's Fund 

"Lord Darzi's ambitious vision could have enormous benefits for people with dementia."  Neil Hunt, Alzheimer's Society 

"We remain concerned that NICE appraising new treatments earlier will not result in more new drugs being made available to patients."  Ian Beaumont, Bowel Cancer UK 

"Investment needs to follow the grand strategy outlined today."  Jon Skewes, Royal College of Midwives 


