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Objectives

* To give delegates an insight and understanding into the world of
Medical terminology

* To understand the way medical words ‘fit together’ using
* Stems or root words
e Prefix’s
e Suffix’s

* To provide a basic overview of the body systems

What is Medical Terminology

* Language used to describe the human body

* Uses Greek and Latin terms

« Strings together different words to make it understandable
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Understanding Word Parts

* Three basic parts:

* Stem or root word
¢ Suffix - end
* Prefix - beginning

Example of Prefixes, Stems and Suffixes within a complete
‘word’

WORD PREFIX STEM SUFFIX

Electro/cardio/graph | Electro cardio Graph

Hyper/thyroid/ism Hyper thyroid ism

Hypol/glycaeml/ic Hypo glycaem ic
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Understanding Word Parts
STEM

* Expresses the basic meaning of the term
* ALL medical terms have a STEM

* Cardi - Heart

* Derm - Skin

* Gastr — Stomach
* Gluc — Sugar

* Leuk — White




Understanding Word Parts
STEM

* Possible to have more than one stem word eg:
Osteoarthritis
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Joined together by a vowel, in this case ‘o’

STEM

Joining Letter

STEM

SUFFIX

OSTE

o

ARTHR

ITIs

Bone

Joint

Inflammation of
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Understanding Word Parts
SUFFIX
* Always attaches to the end of the STEM word
* ALL medical terms have a suffix
* Describes what is happening to the STEM word
* Only ever one suffix at the end of a word.
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Understanding Word Parts

SUFFIX

* Meaning of a suffix always remains the same
* Relating to -ac
¢ Condition of -osis
* Inflammation of jtis
* Hole/opening -ostomy
e Sample of -opsy
* Study of -ology
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Understanding Word Parts
SUFFIX

* The5-rrhs....

* -rrhoea
* -rrhage
* -rrhagia
e -rrhexis
* -rrhaphy

Understanding Word Parts
PREFIX

* Always attached to the beginning of the STEM word

* Not all medical terms have a prefix
* Tracheotomy — incision into the trachea

* Changes the meaning of the STEM word
* Antenatal — before birth
* Postnatal - after birth

Understanding Word Parts
PREFIX

* Divided into 4 main groups

1. Timing/Speed - Post
2. Direction/Position - Sub
3. Size and Number - Poly
4. Negatives - Dis
= W
I |
12

14/04/2021




Which word part?
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The Human Body

Mandible

Sternum
Stem words

Oste — Bone
Arthr —Joint
My — Muscle

The Human Skeleton - =

# = Fracture

Metacarpals
. Phalanges

Tarsals

Metatarsls
Phalanges




The Integumentary System: - : ;
& Yy oY Skin Cross-Section ]
sweat pore J4— fair shaft ]

epiderriis |

EXAMPLE STEM WORDS a5 1

= sebaceous gland |

melanocytes |

Derm — Skin |

Trich — Hair '

sweat glanc |

Hidr — Sweat ]

Onych — Nail dermis |

hair erector |

muscle ‘

subcutaneous |

tissue |

HUMAN ORGANS &—
Stem words Voice box
Cardi — Heart N Lungs
Hepat — Liver |
Derm - Skin Y ¥ hoest
chehph —Kggain Liver 1 Spleen
ephr — Kidneys Stomach
Kidneys
Gastr - Stomach Gallbladder 7
Enter — Intestines g Large intestine
Pancrea —Pancreas Pancreas R
Pulm — Lungs / Smallintestine
Cholecyst — Gallbladder Female genitals 4
Male genitals Skin
Appendix ‘

Bladder

Cardiovascular (circulatory) e it
System

EXAMPLE STEM WORDS

Cardi - Heart
Haem - Blood
Angi - Vessels

Ven —veins
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The Digestive System

EXAMPLE STEM WORDS

Gastr — Stomach
Hepat — Liver
Enter — Intestines
Or & Stoma — Mouth
Proct/Rect - Rectum

Ol cavity

Susliogua
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Endocrine System

EXAMPLE STEM WORDS

Aden - Gland
Thyroid
Pancreas

Ovari - ovary
Didym - testes

Pituitary gland ———

Thymus gland

Adrenal gland

Kidneys

Thyroid gland

Pancreas

{ Reproductive organs:
Ovaries - Female
— Testes - Male

Respiratory System

EXAMPLE STEM WORDS

Pulm/Pneum/Bronch - Lungs
Pneo - Breath/Respiration
Spiro - Breathing
Laryng — Larynx
Pharyng — Pharynx

Lung
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The Genitourinary System

EXAMPLE STEM WORDS

Cyst — Bladder/sac
Nephr - Kidney
Hyster/Metr — Uterus
Uria - urine

|
| umm—l

The Central Nervous System (CNS)

Central Nervous System
Brain

EXAMPLE STEM WORDS
Spinal cord
Enceph/Cerebr — Brain
Neur — Nerves

Peripheral Nervous System

Ganglion

Sensory Organs

=
EXAMPLE STEM WORDS r\‘

Ophthalm/Ocul - Eye
Blephar - Eyelid
Ot - Ear
Rhin/Nas — Nose
Gloss/Lingu — Tongue
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Word Break Down
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Word Meanings
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CYT Cavity Cell Bladder Liver
NAS(O) Mouth  Nostril  Nose  chin
ITIS Inflammation ~ Condition of ~ Disease of ~ Discharge from
OMA Internal Drooping Growth Opening into
DYS Apart Painful  Through Twice

NEO New Child  Baby Old




Nearly there....

* Final challenge — Bonus points for the longest correct
medical terminology Word

Hints and Tips

Websites
* Patient.co.uk
¢ Mondofacto.com

* If in doubt, always as a clinician
* Never guess the diagnosis

* Always code what is written in the letter

Thank you for listening

DQ Team contact details:

ALL requests for support or query resolution should be logged either via
E the MLCSU IT Service Desk via email MLCSU.servicedesk@nhs.net or ring
0300 555 0212.

k You can also now log and track IT Service Requests via the Self-Service
Portal at: https://sunrise-saas.com/mlcsu/SContacts/

N Remember to add: FAO Data Quality Lancashire, Warrington & Wirral in
P the subject line
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